Celje 10. 4. 2008

Dear mister Commissioner    Stavros  Dimas.

Please allow me to bid you welcome in our country personally and in the name of people in our beautiful country of Slovenia. Thank you again for the time you took for this meeting. 
We wanted to see you because we believe that this is going to put additional pressure on the leaders of our society and make them consider the civil society as one of the postulates of democracy in developed countries.
Our civilian initiative was formed nine months ago when they wanted to build a crematorium merely fifty meters from our homes, next to a local supermarket and right next to the path children use to go to school and back. After gathering two hundred and fifty signatures of the people who opposed the building of crematorium, the local authorities finally realized that they can no longer continue overlooking this kind of opposition. The expertise and the arguments about the ecological effects did not persuade them, but the political parties and mr. Mayor finally accepted the fact, that an object like that doesn’t belong in the vicinity of houses and other important objects also because of sociological and psychological reasons. 
We had another discussion with the local authorities in September, 2007 when again our reasons and opinions were not concerned. I would like to mention that Cinkarna is in operation for 38 years now, even though it doesn’t have all the permissions. It was polluting our environment until the year 2000 without any supervision and then the board of directors decided that it was time to start investing into the improvement of sanitary condition of this extremely questionable chemical factory, situated in the middle of Celje, that has been burdening our environment for so long. In 2006 and 2007 some attempts were made to improve the state in close vicinity, however people living there are still able to almost daily smell burning sulfur gasses. They are also exposed to the high concentrations of dust in the air which is according to the contemporary researches very damaging.
We would like to ask you to use your influence and enable longer supervision of different kind of pollutions in the air and water, whereas the measures of the soil have already proved that there are 6000 ha contaminated with zinc, cadmium, arsenic and other toxins. 2200 ha of that soil is used to grow crops. 
Without any regard to the warnings they continue their work and expect things to settle themselves. I also have to stress that the soil around Cinkarna is one of the most polluted and contaminated in Slovenia. According to the national laws the sanitation is needed. There is also a need of regulations concerning the sanitation of the whole valley. All those who underestimate the conditions can honestly be considered irresponsible. 

We would also like to stress the improper way of handling the dumping ground of plaster of Paris. The dust in that area has already contaminated the environment and even the blood of the nearly residents. Seven people died in one year and all of them lived in the close vicinity. Six of them died of cancer and one because of heart condition. 
We would kindly like to ask you to send European environmental inspectors so we can present the facts and reasons that are making us worry. Your help and the help of any other experts would really be appreciated and helpful. 
Boris Šuštar
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